
Kākano News 

Term 1, 2022

Dates:

Mon Feb 7 - Waitangi Day

Wed April 13 - Last day T1

Thurs April 14 - Teacher  

                              Only Day

(due to restrictions at Red 

level we do not currently 

have any extra events 

planned this term. If this 

changes we will let you know 

asap.)

Kia ora koutou, and a warm welcome back to kura for 2022 from the Kākano team!

While starting the year under red level covid restrictions is not ideal, please be assured 

we are doing all we can to make school  a safe and fun place for your tamariki. Please help 

us with this by following the guidelines sent out by Kerry and our Board. You can still make 

contact with your child’s teacher via email, Seesaw or phone, and we will do our best to 

keep you up to date with what's happening at school through emails and Seesaw posts.

Please remember to send your child to school with a named sunhat as our school 

sunsmart policy for term 1 is “ No hat, no play”. It is a good idea to put sunscreen on your 

child before they come to school in the morning. It’s also a good idea to have a change of  

named clothes in your child’s bag.

Please send your child to school with a drink bottle filled with water each day. Fruit in 

schools will not start up again until week 3, so children will also need some morning tea 

sent with them until then.

Structured Literacy

This year our junior school 

will be implementing the 

Structured Literacy 

approach. This programme is 

different to how we have 

taught literacy in the past, 

with a phonics based 

approach. We will give you 

more information within the 

first few weeks of school 

Our Learning in Term 1

We will be exploring a variety of “mini topics” this term starting with “My Family/My 

Pepeha”. Some other “mini topics” we will cover include: Pets, Our Neighbourhood, Rocky 

Shore, Local Māori Legends. 

Our KURA value for the term is Unity, and we will be focussing on building relationships 

and cooperative skills. 

P.E links into this with a focus on cooperative games to start the term. 

In Art we will be focussing on drawing.  

                       We love to keep you updated with your child’s achievements and we use Seesaw to do this. If you can not  

                              access Seesaw, please let your child’s teacher know. Later in the term Seesaw will be the platform that we   

                              will use for homework.



Meet the Kākano Team

                    Kia ora, I'm Sarah Taylor. I teach in room 1 on Thursday and Friday.

                    I have been teaching for 12 years, most of these at Titahi Bay school.  I live in Whitby     

                    with my three children, Harrison, Maddie and Archer, my husband Sam and our kitten 

                    Meadow. In my spare time, I love spending time with my family and friends especially at 

                    the beach, cooking, reading and doing pilates. sarah.taylor@titahibay.school.nz 

                    Hi, I’m Chelsea Renshaw. I teach in room 1 on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.

                    I have two children Bodhi (5) and Fleur (almost 2). I love to bake/cook, drink coffee,          

                    exercise, be outdoors and explore new cafes. I have been teaching for 11 years and I’ve 

                    been fortunate enough to spend the past 9 years teaching at Titahi Bay School.  

                    chelsea.renshaw@titahibay.school.nz

                    Tēnā koutou katoa. I’m Fiona Fitzgerald, I teach in room 2 and lead the Kākano team. 

                    My husband Greg and I have 2 boys, Alex (15) and Charlee (14). When I’m not working I   

                    love spending time with my family at the beach, reading, and catching up with friends. I 

                    have taught at Titahi Bay School for over 20 years, and feel privileged to work in this        

                    amazing community. fiona.fitzgerald@titahibay.school.nz

                    My name is Kristina Stevens, and I teach in room 3. 

                    I am from the USA and I've lived in New Zealand since 2005.  I've been a teacher for          

                    20+ years and I currently live in Paraparaumu.  

                    kristina.stevens@titahibay.school.nz

                    Kia ora koutou. Ko Rian ahau and our tamariki know me as Matua Bond. I teach in room  

                    18. I'm a passionate teacher who aims to bring a lot of music, laughter and positivity to            

                    the classroom. I'm very excited to be working with juniors in our Kākano team and I'm 

                    feeling really good about 2022! rian.kannemeyer@titahibay.school.nz

Please don't hesitate to contact us with any questions or concerns.

Don’t forget to check out our school website for  upcoming events and 

information.

School website: titahibay.school.nz
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